The European flag/ Marian symbol appears on every banknote in Europe. The EU’s
two euro coin issued by the Vatican shows a portrait of Pope John Paul Il and 12 stars.

heavily over the new federal Europe. The crown of Charle-
magne, the first person to attempt to revive the Roman
Empire in 800 AD, is an inspiration to those who promote the
breaking down of nation states, and a Charlemagne prize has
been established for those who work hardest for European
unity. One who did was former President Clinton, who in
June 2000, was the first American president to receive the
Charlemagne prize for his work in promoting European unity.
He received the prize at the cathedral in Aachen, Germany,
where the first Holy Roman Emperor lies buried. Clinton
called for an enlargement of the EU to even take in Russia.

Reprinted with permission. P |
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Can the Antichrist and the
False Prophet be far hehind?

BY IRVIN BAXTER

Two major prophecies indicate
that the Holy Roman Empire will be the dominant force
on earth at the time of the Second Coming of Jesus. We are
witnessing a rebirth of the Holy Roman Empire right now.

It's important that we understand the difference
between the Roman Empire and the Holy Roman
Empire. The Roman Empire ruled the world from about
200 BC to approximately 300 AD. It was in power dur-
ing the time of Jesus. That's the reason there were
Roman soldiers in Israel at the time of the crucifixion.

The Holy Roman Empire wasn't even born until 800
AD. At that time, Pope Leo III placed the crown on the
head of Charlemagne pronouncing him Emperor of the
Holy Roman Empire. This union of church and state has
ruled Europe off and on since then. The prophecies say
the Holy Roman Empire will experience one more brief
time of power immediately before the Battle of
Armageddon.

The first prophecy concerning the Holy Roman Empire
is found in Daniel 2:31-45. In the image depicting all the
world empires that will rule from the time of Babylon to
the Second Coming, the Roman Empire is portrayed by
the legs of iron. The Holy Roman Empire is symbolized
by the feet of iron mingled with clay. The clay represents
the religious element of the Holy Roman Empire.

Another prophecy about the Holy Roman Empire is
given in the New Testament in Revelation 17. There a
woman is riding a seven-headed, ten-horned beast. The
chapter explains that the woman is a city that exercises
power over peoples, multitudes, nations and tongues. It
also tells us that the city will sit on seven hills. Rome is
the City of Seven Hills and is the headquarters for the
Roman Catholic Church, which presides over its mem-
bers in virtually every nation on earth. The beast sym-



bolizes the political
power  with  which
Catholicism will be in
alliance.

Both of these prophe-
cies conclude with a
union of ten kings fight-
ing against Jesus at His
Second Coming. In
Daniel 2, the ten toes of
the image represent the
ten kings. Verse 44 states,
"And in the days of these
kings shall the God of
heaven set up a kingdom,
which shall never be
destroyed..."

In Revelation 17:12-14,
we are told, "And the ten
horns which thou sawest
are ten kings, which have

received no kingdom as
yet; but receive power as

Daniel 2

Revelation 7

kings one hour with the

beast. These have one mind, and shall
give their power and strength unto the
beast. These shall make war with the
Lamb, and the Lamb shall overcome
them: for he is Lord of lords, and King
of kings: and they that are with him are
called, and chosen, and faithful.”

Both of these prophecies foretell an
alliance between the political forces of
the day and Roman Catholicism. In the
Daniel 2 prophecy, the iron symbolizes
the political forces, and the clay symbol-
izes Catholicism. In Revelation 17, the
beast symbolizes the political forces, and
the woman symbolizes Catholicism.

Being revived now

For over 50 years now, an effort to
create a United States of Europe has
been in progress. From 1957 to the pres-
ent, great strides have been made
toward the unification of Europe. All
economic barriers have been abolished.
A person can raise crops in one state
and sell them in another just like we
can do in the United States. All border
checks between states have been elimi-
nated. You can move your residence
from one state to another freely without
governmental permission.

This unification endeavor will reach
full fruition in 2004. Several major
milestones will be reached by Europe
this year.

Ten new nations will join the Euro-

pean Union, bringing the
total to 25 with a combined
population of 455 million.
(The U.S. has a population of
280 million.] A European
president will be elected this
year for the first time. The
adoption of a European con-
stitution is planned. A Euro-
pean military is being
formed. Europe now has its
own currency—the euro.
The euro is already begin-
ning to challenge the U.S.
dollar for prominence in
world currency markets.

The Antichrist and the
False Prophet

Two men have always
ruled the Holy Roman
Empire—a political leader
and a spiritual leader. This
will be true once again in the
last revival of this empire.
Prophecy refers to these two
endtime rulers as the
Antichrist and the False
Prophet.

As we watch the dramatic
developments of European
unification this year, we can't
help but wonder—can the
Antichrist and the False
Prophet be far behind? W
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